
rt� tictd Poeta r/440d4tioit 1�. SURFACE 
MAIL 

POSTAGE 
PAID 2/8 Salamander Pde., Nambucca Heads NSW 2448 Ph/Fax 02 6568 5269 

Print Post PP 242018 / 0013 August, 1999 

Reports & Reviews 
An Invitation to Submit 10 
Attention - Peiformers and Artists 6 

Australian Heritage Music Festival 1998 3 
Big City Muster Book Launch 8 
Big Rewards For Bush Poets 1 
Brisbane Valley Bush Poets Festival 11 

Bundy Muster Report 4 
Casino Beef Week 10 
Ellis on the Move 6 
Happy Birthday Bob & Dave 5 

Have Van, Will Travel 7 
Hello From The Hunter 5 

Letters to the Editor 3&9 
Man From Ironbark on Tour 9 
Mapleton Yam Festival 3 
New Spoken Word and Folk Club Venue 4 
News from the Snowy River Mountains 8 
Palma Rosa Poets 12 
Poet Profile - Milton Taylor 6 
Poet Profiles - SA Bush Poets 7 
Poets & Mates 9 
Poets Calendar of Events 12 
Presidents Report 2 

Product Shelf 15 
Regular Events 13 
Results - Bush Lantern Award 8 
Results - Camooweal Drovers Reunion 10 
Results - Cloncurry Bush Poets Muster 2 

Tlia11k You to Our Colllributors 

Trisha Anderson 
Liz Banting 
Kev Barnes 

Brian Beesley 
Jacqueline Bridle 

Roy Briggs 
Ellis Campbell 

Neil Carroll 
Peter Chapman 

Noel Cutler 
Frank Daniel 
Corry de Haas 
Kelly Dixon 
Ray Essery 

Arcadia Flynn 
Geoff Fortune 

Geoffrey Graham 

John Harris 
Neil Hulm 
Leo Keane 

Bill Lasham 
Richard Mills 
Alec Raymer 
Carol Reffold 

Ron Selby 
Trevor Shaw 
Bob Skelton 

Tom Stonham 
Milton Taylor 

Liz Ward 
Ted & June Webber 

Rod Williams 

INDEX 

Secretary's Notes 
Successful Book Launch 
TI1ank You 
The Book Shelf 
The Last Word on Millmerran 
The Man From Ironbark on Tour 
What's On Around The Traps 
Wanted 

2 Events 
12 

Australian Heritage Music Festival 15 
9 Bards of the Outback - Hungeiford Q 14 
L6 

Big City Muster 14 
1 

Big Doo at Brymaroo 15 
2 

Bush & Brisbane Poets 14 
14& 15 Brunswick Heads BP Competitions 15 

1 
Budburst Festival 14 

Poetry Bush Poetry Perf & Concert - Urunga NSW 15 

Confessions 6 Bush and Brisbane Poets 14 

Devils Rock (Burragurra) 5 Calliope CM Festival Breakfast & P. Comp 15 

1834 - Song of the Tolpuddle Martyrs 8 Gold Diggers Derby, Gulgong NSW 14 

He Would Often Chuck A Sickie 3 Gympie Muster 14 

Owed To A Poetaster 9 Hunter V. Botanical Gardens Spring Fair 14 

Nostalgia For The Outback Dunny 13 Land of the Beardies Breakfast & Comp 15 

Parrot Pie 9 Man from Ironbark 14 

Poets of '99 8 Majors Creek Folk Festival 15 

Postcode Poem 5 Mapleton Yarn Festival 15 

Postcode Poem Solution 5 Millmerran Bush Poets Roundup 14 

Salami Joe 10 Nambucca DCS Museum Comp 15 

Sarah's Place 11 North Pine Camp Oven Festival 14 

The Bridge at Crooked Creek 4 Palma Rosa Poets 14/15 

The Bundy Muster 6 Poets & Mates 14/15 

The City's Not For Me 10 Poets Breakfast - Kempsey NSW 14 

The Gravy Ladle 10 Scarecrow Festival - Grose Vale NSW 14 

The Great Australian Dump 1 Snowy Mountains Bush Poetry Events 14 

The Wigglywoo 7 Bush Poetry Stakes, Trundle NSW 14 

To The Kid Who Had A Go 6 Wagga Wagga Folk Festival 15 

Traditions 9 Wollombi Folk Festival 14 

THE BOOK SHELF - Free Listing for Members Products Only

"Keep the Billy Boiling" Book $12pp Bob Skelton, Old School Hill, Minmi, NSW 2287 

"Lend Me Your Ear ... Or I'll Steal It". Tape $15pp, "Laughs, Larrikins & Lovely

Ladies" Tape by Glenny Palmer, book $12pp, 43 Samantha Road, Cedar Vale, Q. 

"The Ringer's Last Defence and Other Verse", Book $20 pp by Brian Beesley, 4 Keith 
Court, Cherrybrook, NSW 2126 
"A Valid Excuse - Bush Poems and Other Verses" Book$ 15 pp from Trevor Shaw, PO 
Box 61, Thangool. Q. 4716 

t! 
THE LAST WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

By the tin1e you receive this issue, my time as your editor will be drawing to a 
close, the September edition will be my last. 

As yet my successor has not been determined and therefore I would ask that you check with 
our Secretary, Olive Shooter to acertain where future copy should be sent for October and 
subsequent issues. Despite the fact that it has taken many, many volunteer hours sitting at 
my old 486 IBM and 8 meg of ram, my term of some 2 l months has been great fi.m, and I trust 
that my contribution has been an effective part of our Association's recent growth. Please 
continue your support with those great and informantive reports. Maureen Sto11/1am.
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THE LAST WORD ON MILLMERRAN 
This is the last word on the Millmerran Bush Poet's Round­

Up prior to the event. The time has flown since planning started (last 
November) and now it's up to you, my friends and poets to come here 
and make this competition a success as you have in the past. I have 
been to a number of competitions this year, including Stanthorpe, 
Warwick and Bundaberg. The organisers strive to set an example to 
others, it's great! We all learn from each other and try a little harder 
next time. As our poetry performances improve, so to our competitions. 
The standard of which is becoming, if not already, first class. New 
categories like the Duo are now very popular. 

I have picked up some great ideas, plus I've had a few 
suggestions tossed at me for the next Round-Up in the year 2000, but 
that's in the future. 

The Cancer Fund is hoping for a BIG cheque from us this year 
and because of our many sponsors, poets and audience I'm sure we 
won't let them down. Some of the "Locals" who missed last year's 
event assure me that will be here this time and if half the poets that I've 
given entry forms to turn up, there will be a sizable crowd. I can 
guarantee that poets like Bobby Miller, Shirley Friend, Gary Fogarty, 
Noel Stallard and 'Arch' Bishop will provide top entertainment, and 
with competitors like Wally 'The Bear' and, wait for it, "The Balmain 
Tiger" there won't be a dull moment all weekend! 

Trophies, certificates, prizes and cash are up for grabs for the 
competitors, and 'Door' prizes and 'Give-aways' and the odd RAFFLE 
will be there for all to win (including me!!) I hope everyone has booked 
their accommodation, now get those entry forms in. 

Now, for the last time ... Sat 4th Sept. NOON is the starting 
time. A Sausage Sizzle in the Millmerran Lions Park, (cost $1.00 and 
drinks are available) Junior and Novice competition, live country music, 
line dancing. Alternative venue, in case of wet weather is the 
Millmerran Cultural Centre. Sat. 4th at 7.30pm is our concert, 
"Laughter Lives On" in the Millmerran Cultural Centre with a supper 
of Billy Tea and damper available for a gold coin and a bar will operate. 
Tickets are $10 adult, $5 school student, $25 family. 

Sunday 5th 9am, Fathers Day Poets Breakfast $3 per head, hot 
tucker, bacon, sausages, eggs, tomatoes, toast, coffee or tea. 
Millmerran Lions cooking, 'Arch' Bishop and 'The Legend' to host!! 
The open competition will follow and will include Yam-Spinning, Duo 
and Brawl. Fees: Junior and Brawl .... Free. Novice and Open $5 per 
section entered (Max $10). Over-All Champion will be selected from 
the Open Category. 

See you all at 'The Millmerran Bush Poets Round-Up', 4th 
and 5th September. '7k ,.!� ', Kev. J. Barnes 

BIG REWARDS FOR BUSH POETS 

The big news from festival co-ordinator Frank Daniel in Canowindra 
NSW is the addition of two new Performance Bush Poetry competitions 
to the ABPA Inc. calendar. 

Both competitions will be held in September which might suit some 
poets in the mood for a pleasant holiday in the Central West of NSW. 

Gulgong Country Music Fest. President, Daryl Jackson announced 
recently an increase in the proposed prize money of $700. This 
competition will be held Sun. 12th Sept. at 9am at the local RSL Club. 

Likewise the Trundle Bush Tucker Day committee will be offering a 
total of $1000 in prize money for their competition which will be held 
over two days on 25th and 26th Sept. 

Frank indicated that both festivals will be conducting the same type 
of competition. Open Traditional Bush Poetry (over 50 years old), Open 
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THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN DUMP 

© Kev J. Barnes, "The Legend", Millmerran Q. 
from his book "Legenda,y Stuff" 

He pushed his old Akubra back, as he sat down next to me, 
He joined me in some damper and a pannikin of tea. 

He said he'd trudged the highways from the Outback to the Reef, 
And worked down through the Centre, as a stockman, herdin' beef 

He'd been South pickin' cherries and up North cuttin' cane, 
He'd been stranded by the Cooper, "That year we got the rain!" 

He told me how he'd burnt his feet on Simpson Desert sand, 
And at the Birdsville races, gave the publican a hand. 

He talked to me for hours, yet I didn't know his name, 
Then he moved his hat, it seemed to me, to hide his face in shame. 
The twinkle in his eyes had gone, and his shoulders seem to slump, 

He said, "Ya know, I've seen enough of this Great Australian Dump!" 

He said "I love this country -I've lived here all my life, 
From the bush down to the beaches, and I love the wildlife. 

But a swaggie on today's highways, has to hang his head in shame, 
'Cause we've got too many Aussies, who just won't play the game. 

What happened to our ancestor's Aussie sense of pride? 
It seems that it has left our shores, like some ebbing tide. 

From the cities on our coastline, to beyond the Old Black Stump, 
This country is becoming, one great big rubbish dump. 

There are bags full of the flamin' stuffrottin' in the sun, 
Seems every road I travel is a rubbish dump to some. 

There's bottles, cans and papers and flamin' plastic too, 
I wonder how it gets there, 'cause it's not from me or you. 

What sort of people are they, who desecrate our land? 
They're surely not an Aussie. Always there to lend a hand! 

What sort of people are they, who throw rubbish from their cars? 
Are they the ones you work with, or meet in clubs or bars? 

Our rubbish-strewn country, is getting into strife, 
Our rivers are polluted, and kill our wildlife. 

and on our golden beaches, it's no longer safe to swim, 
What will our kids inherit?-The future's looking grim. 

It's not our native animals who make the flamin' mess, 
We humans have that problem, and it's one we must address. 

Our highways and our byways are an absolute disgrace, 
And it's up to everyone of us, to clean up the flamin' place." 

So if you're a true blue Aussie and you love this sunburnt land, 
Put your rubbish in the dump, 'cause an Aussie lends a hand, 

The wildlife will thank you, and the Swaggie of today 
Won't have to hide his face in shame, as he walks along his way. 

Original and Open Humorous (any poets work) sections. 
Gulgong will be a one round event without a final, paying three 

places in each section, whilst Trundle will see heats conducted on the 
Saturday with finals on the Sunday morning. Again three places will be 
awarded in each section (see adverts P 14). 

To be part of one or both of these competitions, send your name and 
details to Frank Daniel as per advertisements, ensuring that you indicate 
which section or sections you intend pursuing. Please nominate 3 
poems per section entered. 

Make a holiday of it and visit Historical Canowindra and the Age of 
Fishes Museum in between festivals. 
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